
 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 15, 2022 
 
Reading I 
Acts 14:21-27 

After Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the good news to that city and made a considerable 
number of disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch. They strengthened 
the spirits of the disciples . . .  
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 

R (cf. 1) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God. 
 
Reading II 
Rev 21:1-5a 

Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from 
the throne saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell with them and 
they will be his people and God himself will always be with them as their God. He will wipe 
every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for 
the old order has passed away.” The One who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things 
new.” 
  
Gospel 
Jn 13:31-33a, 34-35 

When Judas had left them, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 
him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and God will glorify him at 
once. My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. I give you a new commandment: 
love one another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one another. This is how all will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
  
HOMILY: 

 

In the Fall of 1979, as I was lazing in bed one Saturday morning, my father opened our bedroom door (I 

shared with my brother Bob) and announced, “Happy Birthday and congratulations, Scott, you are the 

owner of a car!”  It did come as a surprise, since I did not know I was in the market, and, though it was an 

economical car, it was still my job to use some of my wages from International Computerprint 

Corporation (that’s two weeks in a row for that!) and pay off the $1900 loan.  Many men look back on 

that first car with nostalgia, even to the point of saying something like, “I should have kept that car,” but I 

have never had such feelings about my first car—a 1977 Chevrolet Vega.  It’s one of those Chevys from 

the 1970’s that Consumer Reports claimed “already began rusting in the showroom.” While it served me 

well, its decline was swift.  Even from the beginning, we could see why the two-year old car was priced 

so low—constant maintenance headaches.  By the time I was in my first year in college, it got so bad that, 

when it rained, it simply would not start.  So, I’d get in the habit of parking it on the top of a decline, so 

that, when necessary, I could press in the clutch (it was manual transmission), let it coast down the hill, 

and “pop the clutch,” which started the car.   Speaking of the clutch, it was on the edge of burning out, 

and when I loaned the car to my brother for a couple of weeks, it came back “clutchless.” On and on it 

went…until I finally unloaded that rust-covered, barely running heap—at the scrap yard (next to all the 
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rest of the Chevrolet Vegas, AMC Gremlins, and AMC Pacers).  The 70’s produced some forgettable 

cars, and I’ve tried to forget mine! 

 

This was my first major lesson in “things wear out,” that the world seems always to be tending toward 

breakdown and decay. We know this instinctively, probably the reason why we feel a rush of optimism 

and hope surrounding the word “new.” A new car sounds better that an old, used one, doesn’t it? Today’s 

scriptures, as this season of Easter continues, is filled with the hope of the NEW. 

 

Besides the word “God” and grammatical pronouns and articles, did you notice the single word that is 

repeated in each of today’s three scripture readings?  The word is “new.” In the reading from the Book of 

Revelation, St. John speaks of “NEW heavens and a NEW earth,” “a NEW Jerusalem” coming down 

from heaven, and that Jesus will come at the end of time to “make all things NEW.”  In the first reading, 

we hear that Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed good NEWS, the rarely used plural of the word new, 

meaning a report of new things. And, in the Gospel, Jesus speaks of a “NEW commandment.”  

 

New suggests improvement, vitality, not “worn down,” but as created, not yet used.  What about a “new 

heavens and a new earth?” What about a “new commandment?”  What about Good news?  Each of these 

come new from the Creator, and so, not yet having the chance to wear down or become corrupt, they are 

Good.  Much of the book of Revelation speaks of the destruction of the old, pained, corrupt world, after 

which a New heavens and a new earth emerge, from God, shining, vital, new. No more suffering and 

sorrows, but instead vibrant life without limits.  When Jesus reveals a “new commandment,” he lifts the 

burdens of the old commandments, only imperfectly follows, and instead imposes the new 

commandment—love one another, possible because of the love with which God fills us, and once 

followed, this commandment fills life to its brim in abundance and makes it new. 

 

How will these new heavens and a new earth come about?  Clearly, the God of New Life will need to do 

it.  But, primary among the means that a New Earth will come about will be by humanity, who has been 

given dominion over the earth, living the New Commandment, to love one another. Why is this a new 

commandment?  Because, in this fallen world, it is not our inclination to love one another. Instead, 

competition and an eye-for-an-eye seems more the rule.  For example, another mass shooting, this one 

from a supermarket in Buffalo NY, has filled the headlines and reminded us of our need for the goodness 

of life to be restored, to be made new.  When filled with God’s love, we can overcome our tendency not to 

love and instead to make a new world, one heart at a time, by loving one another.  And…to be 

clear…loving one another as Christ did means willing the good of others through making sacrifices for 

their good. That’s how the living of the new Commandment brings about a new earth. 

 

What we’re about here today is making a new earth, with God’s powerful love.  For the Eucharist fills us 

with the love we need to live the great, new commandment that makes the world new.  For when we 

followers of Jesus live the great commandment more fully, the world is simply transformed. 

 

Look around and see the truth—from cars to human hearts, we need God to make all things new.  

Trusting in God’s promise to restore all things in Christ, let us come now to the Love, to receive the Love 

and then share the love.  This is how we share the Good News—the New Things God intends to do. And 

let’s watch with amazement the rising of a new Earth, foreshadowing the new heavens that God has 

prepared for us. 


